Surgical experience with retrogastric and retropancreatic pheochromocytomas.
From 1972 to 1981 at Vanderbilt University Hospital there were seven patients with midline retrogastric or retropancreatic pheochromocytomas. Each of these tumors arose between the aorta and the inferior vena cava. This report details the difficulties in localization before and at operation in the smaller tumors in these sites. Our experience suggests that small midline pheochromocytomas in these sites may be readily missed by computerized tomographic scan, aortography, or surgical search at laparotomy unless subtraction arteriograms are used and the Kocher maneuver is employed at operation routinely.